
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
Sponsors & Confirmands Session 

December 4, 2022 
 

 
 

“In the midst of the Nativity sets and poinsettias and Christmas carols and wrapped 
presents, please remember that someone you know is suffering in some way – 
grieving, ill, in a hospital or a nursing home, forced to find food at a Food Pantry, 
depressed, lonely, close to bankruptcy, dying – and God is calling you to serve that 
person, to help him or her in some way. After all, the One who chose to lie helplessly 
as a Babe in a manger also chose to one day lie helplessly on a cross. We cannot 
separate the cradle from the cross because Jesus did not. 

Jesus, Son of God, chose to lay aside His power to embrace both cradle and cross 
for our sakes. As long as anyone suffers in this world, He still hangs suffering on 
His cross because He said, "Whatever you do to the least of your brothers and sisters, 
you do unto Me." (Matthew 25:40) Celebrating Christmas then without doing 
something – anything – to alleviate someone else's suffering is a totally empty and 
meaningless celebration. Jesus gave us the Gift of Himself for Christmas. He calls 
us to give the Gift of ourselves as well.” 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Quote is by Mary C. Weisenburger, a graduate of Christ the King Seminary and married to a Permanent 
Deacon in the Catholic Diocese of Buffalo, NY. They have 5 children and 11 grandchildren. 



  
 

Have you ever been in church at Christmas when you could see the manger 
right near the crucifix? It’s an image that perfectly captures the story of our salvation: 
both the manger and the cross were wooden instruments of His self-gift. The Infant 
Jesus in the manger is just as much a manifestation of His self-donating love and 
humility as the cross. In fact, it's interesting how the images of Christmas and Good 
Friday are so intertwined. At His Nativity, we see Our Lady cradling Jesus as a little 
baby. At His death, we see her again, but this time she's cradling the dead body of 
our Lord after He was taken down from the cross. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Philippians chapter 2, the Apostle Paul instructs all in Philippi – 
and all of us – to “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but 

with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more 
important than himself; do not merely look out for your own 

personal interests, but also for the interests of others. Have this 
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus.” 

 

In Ephesians 5:1, the Apostle Paul instructs all in Ephesus – and all 
of us – to “be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in 
love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an 

offering and a sacrifice to God…” 



In 1941 St. Maximilian Kolbe gave his life in 
Auschwitz to save a father of a family 

 

 

Catholic News Agency – August 14, 2021 
 

Eighty years ago St. Maximilian Kolbe died in Auschwitz after volunteering 
to take the place of a father in the concentration camp’s starvation bunker. Fr. 
Kolbe, a Franciscan priest and missionary, was sent to Auschwitz in 1941. After a 
Polish prisoner tried to escape the camp, the security forces selected 10 prisoners 
to starve to death as a lesson for the entire camp. One of the prisoners chosen was 
Franciszek Gajowniczek, who asked for mercy. He mentioned that he had a wife 
and children. Fr. Kolbe offered to die in his place. 

"Fr. Kolbe told the commandant, 'I want to go instead of the man who was 
selected. He has a wife and family. I am alone. I am a Catholic priest,'" 
Gajowniczek told the NY Times in 1995. Fr. Kolbe’s act of sacrifice is one of the 
reasons why he is considered a patron saint of families today. In the starvation cell 
in Auschwitz, Kolbe is reported to have led other prisoners in prayer as they died 
one by one. Though Kolbe was held without food or water for two weeks, he did 
not die of starvation. Instead, camp guards killed him with an injection of carbolic 
acid on August 14, 1941. He was canonized a saint on October 10, 1982 by Pope 
John Paul II, who declared Kolbe a “martyr of charity.” 


